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RAMA KRISHNAMACHARYA

RAMAKRISHNAMACHARYA, NANDURI (Telugu: b.1921) was bomn at
| Agaraharam Gopavaram of what is now called West Godawari district of Andhra
Pradesh, in a family of freedom fighters. He took his Honours degree from Andhra
University and Ph.D. from Mysore University. He was a disciple of Viswanatha

Satyanarayana and Pingali Lakshmikantham the well known scholar poets. He
Joined the State Education Service in 1945 and served the Department in many
capacities, he is an eminent teacher of Telugu language and literature. He served
the Andhra and the Osmania Universities as the U.G.C. Professor (1976-1978).
Ramaknishnamacharya is a versatile author and wrote poems, plays, dance drams
and treatises on many topics, His thesis on Tikkana, the author of most of the
cantos of the Telugu Mahabharata, has become a standard reference work and is
considered as one of the best critical works on the Mahabharata. As part from
these Telugu works, he has written The Mahabharata and The Gandhian Era in
English. He has also written the ancient South Indian history.

[n 1995, he received an award from the Telugu Bhasha Samithi for his book
Kavitrayam (The poet TRIO Nannaya, Tikkana and Errana, the authors of Tel ngu
Mahabharata).

Krishnamacharya's poems are collected in Tara Toranam, Pragati Geeta and
Kavitra Prabhasa. These poems are modem in content and neo-classicist in form.

Krishnamacharya's full-length plays Dharmachakram, Chhatrapati,
Sri Krishnadevarayalu and his Ten one-act plays which include Tyagaraju,
Veerabhishekam, Brahmanayani Swagatam became very popular. He wrote three
dance dramas Jyotsnabhisarika, Godavari and Sramayeva Jayate (Labour alone
triumphs). Sramayeva Jayate is based on a theme borrowed from the Mahabharata.
concentrating on the dignity of labour, equality and fraternity,

Krishnamacharya's Amarajeevulu is a biographical work consisting of the
life sketches of the Buddha, Christ and the Mahatma_ He published Kavyalokam,

a book on Indian poetics.
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FROM RAMAKRISHNA MATH ON 02-06 - 1984

Dear Dr. Krishnamacharya Garu,

My hearty greetings and best wishes to you. Namaskaram Om Namo
Narayanaya, Namom, I thank you very much for your book the Mahabharata
which you kindly presented me on the Rama Navami Day at the Balaji Bhavan
after my discourse, while taking leave of you and all.

I write this, just to convey my great joy and hearty congratulations for
your wonderful book. 1 had read the book from beginning to end and 1 was
thrilled with your diction; language and style of your Enghsh work. Once [
started reading it, I could not lay it down, though we are strangers and not so
acquaimnted with each other, I hasten to write this out of my admiration for this
'Good book'.

Your English 1s superb and your scintillating language with appropnate
idioms and phrases makes me feel that-here 1s a good feast. If anybody asks
me, [ will recommend it as a must. I am sure if this book crosses the seas and
reaches English-knowing land of East and West, it will make a mark better
than any novel or fiction and draw the attention of learned, both young and old

who seek wisdom and spiritual message.

Yours is splendid work comprising the whole Mahabharata without
sacrificing the essence of the epic on the whole. Hence, this congratulatory
letter from a stranger like me to you.

With hearty congratulations and best wishes once again.

Yours in the Lord,
Sd/-

(Swami Srirangananda)
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SEERNAMEKHALA IN ENGLISH

Translated by Mr. Theodore

'Seernamekhala’ is known to be a classic in Telugu literature.
Dr. Krishnamacharya, as we all know, is its author. The poem has a limited
circulation in the Telugu speaking people. In order fo spread the message of
ereatness in friendship conveved by the poem to non-Telugu speaking world,
Mr. B. Theodore of Narsapur, West Godavari Dist., has rendered the poem in
to English and Dr. Krishnamacharya published it in his book "Alochanamu”.
Mr. Theodore's translation is received with appreciation by one and all.

The author of the poem Dr. Knishnamacharya was so pleased with the
translation done by Mr. Theodore that he honoured him on 30-1-2001] at
{ Tadepalli Gudem with a shawl and new clothes in the meeting arranged to
_.;3 felicitate him as a prelude to his 80th birth day celebrations expected to take
- place on 29-4-2001. Dr. Krishnamacharya repaid the tiﬁtﬁt of gratitude to Mr.

. Theodore he woed hlm S, i

Mr. Th{:ﬂdore, a colossal of knowledge, an excellent translator from
Telugu to English and English to Telugu has already earned the Titles "Anuvada
Sudhakara" and "Vidya Bhaskara" He is also a "Best Teacher Awardee” of
the State Government. He is a poet, both in English and Telugu. He is a Radio

speaker. He wrote and published a book on phonetics long back. He is now
compiling a dictionary on English Etymology. As an essayist, a poet and a
critic, he is known to the world.
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Dr. Nanduri. V. Krishnamacharya - An Appreciation
by
Prof. V.L.S.Bhimasankaram, M Sc., D Sc. . FAEG. . FNA.
Formerly Professor & Head - Centre of Exploration Geophysics,
Dean - Faculty of Science, Osmania University, Hyderabad,

Chairman & Managing Director,

AP State Mineral Development Corporation Limited
Government of Andhra Pradesh.

I.  Dr. Krishnamacharya as a poet:

Dr. Nanduri. V. Knshnamacharya is a versatile and veteran contemporary Telugu
Literature. He is a live confluence of the old and the new, of tradition and innovation.
He is poet of great eminence. Through his poetry, he has mspired many a budding
Telugu Poet into fragrant blossoms.

An M.A. and Ph.D. mn Telugu, he is not only a great Telugu and Sanskrit scholar,
but he has equally mastered the English Language. This was amply demonstrated when
as a young scholar, he stood first, competing with students of different disciplines in the
B.A.(Hons) examination of the Andhra University and obtaining the coveted Sir George
Stanley Prize in 1940. Later, he wrote the Maha Bharata in Telugu ( covering almost all
the Upakyanas ) which is considered a monumental work, and helped many English
speaking scholars in grasping not only the story but also the spirit of this ancient Indian
Epic. That this book, The Maha Bharata, has become popular and is now being
reprinted by the Tirumala Tirupatht Devastanam is a tnibute to this scholarly work. His
command on English helped him to master the western poetic thoughts and techniques,
some of which are reflected in his Telugu Poetry.

When I, as a scientist by training and profession all my life, having visited,
educated, and worked in several European, American and Australian countries, retired
from service and chose to write 'Rasa Sruvit, a Prabandha Kavyam consisting of tradi-
tional Chandobaddha poetry with Alankaras, Bandha Kavitvam etc. had occasions to sit
with him discussing the poetry | wrote, the mspiration provided to me by Sri
Krishnamacharya, in writing further Prabandhas in Telugu, is a memory 1 cherish.

Sri Krishnamacharya successfully attempted all types of contemporary Telugu
Vangmayam, Forinstance, he wrote many Lyrics, Dramas, Dance Ballets, Essays, Books
in Prose and Poetry, Historical Accounts, Light Poetry and Poetry for the Scholars.
Thus, he proved himself to be versatile and impressive, whatever be the media he chose
to communicate his poetic ideas. Even after reaching the ripe age of eighty, he pub-
lished three books of poetry in the recent two years.

Contd..
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Sri Krishnamacharya has occupied many prestigious positions, first as a
Lecturer and Head of the Department, then as the Principal for several Colleges and as
the Chairman of Official Language Commission Govt of A.P. After his complete re-
tirement from professional activities, he took upon himself the revival of prosody-
bound traditional poetry with modemn thoughts and the present day social problems.
Recognising his contributions in this field, he has been duly elected as the President for
the entire State of Andhra Pradesh Padya Kavita Sadassn. He is thus aptly called the
Padya Kavita Pitamaha, The Grand Father of Telugu Poetry.

2.  About the book Aalochanam :

This is a poetic work of more than 2,000 stanzas, written in traditional, but yet
stimple meter, called 'Aata Veladi', meaning the Dancing Maiden. In this book, Sri
Krishnamacharya Chose more than 160 topics of contemporary relevence, touching
upon ethics, values, religion, love, affection, humanity, service, education, progress.
yoga, politics, governance, freedom, revolution, socialism ete. The greatness of this
monumental work lies in the fact that he chose easily understandable werds, ordinarily
used by a common man. In a few days, the book has become popular as reflected by
scores of people unknown to him coming to his house just to have a glimpse at him and
if possible, to converse with him. In several of the Felicitation Meetings that followed
the publication of this book, several people from the audience would come on to the
dais and recite the poems of their choice from this book. That the book became a
Peoples' Book 1s a tribute to the author.

Many of the traditional poets, as also the modem ones who choose to express
their thoughts in Vachana, Geyva etc styles, those who write poetry for the downtrod-
den, the minorities and women, and those who express their revolutionary ideas through
the medium known as Vipalva Kavitvam, have conveyed their appreciation, either in
person or in writing to St Knishnamacharya for his book - Aalochanam Journals and
magazines of Telugu literature have published glorious reviews on this book. Verily,
the book made the thinkers to buckle their belts and to ‘think’, for Aalochanam hiterally

means 'thought'
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SRL N.V.R.K.ACHARYA - HIS TELEOLOGY AND WORLD VIEW

(Dr.P.Raghurami Reddy-Professor of Psychiatry -Retd, Principal, Osmania Medical College, Hyd)
Acharya’s many and distinguished writings are broadly speaking about human nature
and world view presented as "world of thought” - in "Alochanamu” and scientific as-
pects religions,

I'sum it up as "Humane realisation” and "Human actualization ". [ cannot venture to
exhaustively deal with Acharya's findings and expositions, even if I can. 1 wish readers
can look at what I was permitted to write in the "foreward" to his great book "alochanamu”

What I propose is to examine some highlights and their relevance. This is naturally
from what I perceive with my interest in Human behaviour & psychotherapy.. His
ideas are in tune with Mahatma Gandhi's ideas of " Self realisation” and "Truth as
God". Approach of Realisation of Truth is more fruitful meaningful and relevant than
concepts of God,,, which vary a lot with different sects and religions and, worse, with
different interpretations thereof. As a thinker said "Why praise of God, because what-
ever you say of God is not rue?." The same is reflected in Sakhya philosophy's
"Neti-Neti"

More than his tcachings his approach is appreciable and helpful. He has a unigue
open mindedness. He has nothing to hide or side

"What he secks is not obedience
But a sensitive serious audience”.

He does not care for mechanical obedience. Like, Orina Fallaci he feels that in certain
contexts we need "splendid virtue called Disobedience” To him Hierarchy, Authority &
Tradition (HAT) are an anathema, preventing clear perception & are major evils
impeding human liberation. In his simplicity there is deep subtlity. He proposes words
of wisdom filtered through, and evolved out of, lifelong experiences, observations and
deligent inferences. He has a distinct "nonpersonal” outlook to human issues as univer-
sal matters, hence his objectivity. He admits himself to Skepticism regarding his propo-
sitions. This is essential to a scientific approach to any human issue. This was emphasised
by the Nobel lanreate Amrtya Sen, also while inaugurating 2001 Indian Science
Congress.

"Acharyas literature in every sector

Reflects his sublime character,

To the institution of spirituality a rector”

Meeting him on many occasions the impression, I got is he has "no rejection, no rejec-
tion”. He lacks the capacity to blame others or to invite self-pity in adversities. He
offers many wits of philosephical clarifications for healthy satistying living; paving a
way for a harmonious living.

"For life's many queer contradictions,

Acharya provides answers without deflections,

His way shows how they can be dissolved,

How, in insights, conflicts are resolved” Contd.
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His poems/insights help "inward self-demolition of the falsehood" which is present in
the self of almost all individuals". This is a result of the social conditioning during
childhood, which is responsible for the illusory individuality & the divisions among
beings. This is what is to be transcended through understanding & self realisation.

Like Albert Einstein Acharya rejects two stages of conception of God. (1) Religion of
fear-- & "God fearing” (2) God of Providence-who protects, disposes, rewards &
punishes” etc. also, the anthropomorphic character of God. He is more with Einstein's
HI stage. -"Cosmic Religious Feeling” He is with Gandhi & Einstein, in the perception
of the universe as a "single significant whole". He can be classified with the rare
"heretics of every age” Democritus, Frames of Assissi & Spinose etc. who had the
capacity for "inward rebellion” against the prevailing, system’s motivated suppression
of facts and truths. HE seems to have "the eyes of philosophical police” (to use the
words of Einstein), in promoting clarity and so decisiveness.

Acharya's ideas borne out of pristine intelligence,

Are pregnant with distinct spiritual sense,

Offering vivid philosophical gmdance,

Ensuring compassionate clear conscience”

Acharya's Alochanam" reflect certain creative intelligent vision; insightful Brainstorms
& harmonising Heart balms.

I believe- "Acharya's fight is against phycholeer corruption’

Commitment is for preventing social disruption:

For understanding to impede divisive individuality

And for resolving individuality in to human universality”

He has the literary art for apt and —--—— descriptions. His definitions of the into -------
giants, Swami Vivekananda, Jiddu Krishnamurti is "of Vivekananda is a flower,
Krishnamurthy is fragrance” what he pereceives is that, if Vivekananda has given form
& Colours to spirituality, J.K. has provided spiritual means, meaning to living, sans
metaphar mentaphysic.

I propose a literary formula cum equation
Vivekananda + J. Krishnamurti

Dr. NVR Krishnamacharya =
2
Few would believe, unless they know him personally. the profound knowledge he has in
various and diverse fileds viz, Telugu & English literature, Mathematics, Astronomy,
Astrology, History Philosophy, Spirituality and Religions (Hinduism and particularly
Buddhism). It is probably for this reason he could draw from their essence and bring out
wholeness and human harmony what I would call as " NVRK Acharya Teleology.

One can only hope and anticipate that Acharya will be blessed with a long more time
and robust health at his disposal, so that he can write much more than he has written so

tar:::
-Dr. P RAGHU RAMI REDDY
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Brihat Dwisahasravadhani - Brahmasti

Dr. M. Nagaphani Sarma

MA.PRD.

Official Language Commission
Sampreethi ('L' Block) Building,
Secretariat, Hyderabad,

CHAIRMAN @ Office : 3452339
3453207
Residence: 7567726

I have great pleasure to forward my proposal for the award to Dr. NANDURI
V. Ramakrishnama Charya the poet of poets. (Kaveenam Kavihi)

He is a confluence- Live Triveni of Sanskrit, English and Telugu Literatures.
With over half-a-century of rich experience 1n several capacities in the literary field,
apart from authoring scores of valuable Books in the above three languages, he has
the credit of inspiring and making several persono as poets and scholars.

He 15 a thiknker, par-excellence belonging to the International Galaxy of poets.

[ feel that the presitge of Saraswathi Sanman will be enhanced, if Dr. Acharva
gets it

(MADUGULA NAGAPHANI SARMA)
Chairman
A.P. Official Language Commission,
Secretariat, Hyderabad.

— . m— —— e — —— G — — e e e e e pe e e e e e e e e e mmm e —

DR. C. JACOB,B A BL._PhD., Machiiipahmm,
District & Sessions Judge, (FT.C). 20-04-2001
Machilipatram, Krishna Dt. (A.P)

Dear Dr. Krishnamacharya,

My message to you on the occasion of your 80th Birth Day Celebration is as
follows:

How mindless are men, you say, in spending crores of rupees on space-walking,
moon-landing and travelling to distant star. or on military. war and mutual killing m
the name of defence. when millions of people are crying for a morsel of food.

How long be this suffering, how long, alas ! these inequalities, you lament
You have envisioned world government; world parliament and world peace like

Plato, Thomas Moore and Bertrand Russell long, long ago ; whether wisdom never
dawns on mankind is your gravest doubt.

Yours sincerely
Sd/-
(C. JACOB)
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A Review

Random Thoughts; Dr. C.Jacob; Duggirala

Publishers, 6-3-668/10/45, Durga Coln:
Panjagutta, Hyderabad - 82; Pages 60: Itlce
Rs.30/

The book under review belongs to a
different category. Inspired by the radical
and revolutionary nature of the opinions on
life. death, society religion, the scriptures,
gods and umpteen other topics, material,
moral and spititual expressed fearlessly and
with an astonishing frankness by Dr. Nanduri
Rama krishnamacharya, an eminents teacher,
scholar, administrator and above all a poet
par excellence, in his poems, Dr. Jacob took
up the task of rendering into English poetry

Dr. Acharya's poems in respectful admin-
istration of his teacher's 'citizen of the world’
outlook of life.

Dr. Jacob, an untiring judge by profes-
sion. took up the arduous task of rendering
into English more than forty poems. long
and short, mainly from Dr. Acharya's book
"ALOCHANAMU" and other works with a
religious fervour. He goes about his job with
confidence and aplomb, be it a single stanza
poem or a long poem, churning out words

and expressions to suit the sentiment and the
_..uaion. Aided by a maturity of thought and
a deep and wide reading Dr. Jacob succeeds
to a very large extent in his effort, now
expanding. now explaining, choosing a simple
and direct diction, using rhymes n_i:c_asicina}ljr.
Thimmarusu's Soliloquy, 'The Snapped
Gizyle. 'God', 'Progress, Moral' among other
p{)em.s are worth mentioning in this context.
Réndom Thoughts. a literary Garland of
gratitude by am old student to a "teacher
preacher and prophet” was released on the
occasion of the 80th birth day celebrations
of Dr. Acharya at a largely attended public
meeting graced by peets. novelists. critics
and wirters on 29.4.01 in Hyderabad. The
wellwishers and friends of Dr. Acharya and
Dr. Jacob and lovers of literature in general
will find the book of absorbing interest.
Fringe flash : That an ardent student
should express his veneration to his teacher
through an intellectual exercise and that
another teacher of the same student should
review his student’s work is a happy co-
incidence.
- D. Ranga Rao.
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