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TRIBUTE to - Literary Power House-
-Dr. Nanduri RamaKrishnamacharya.

An eminent poet, a respected professor, an erudite scholar and 2
powerful orator, all-in-one-thar's Ir. Nanduri Venkata Ramakrnishnamacharya
he strode the Teluga literary scene like a colossus for around five decades.
He writes, and writes in English too. At seventy plus, even today he wields
the pen with aplomb.

Nanduri is a rare exception to the rule that writers do not prase
writers. A host of stalwarts like Dr.C.R.Reddy, Indraganti, Karunasri and
Dr.Prasadaraya Kulapati, to name only a few, speak high ol the literary
prowess of this multifaceted genius. Prof. G.J.Somayaji calls him "a fu-
ture tense amongst the modern poets”, He 1s perphaps the present lense
linking the past with the future . Dr. Nanduri is at the vanguard of classi-
cists, " who are anxious to regain {or poetry its dignity as the symbaol of
all that is beauvtiful and true” (Contemporary Indian Literature, Sahitya
Akademi, New Delhi). Their style, 2 blend of tradition and modernity, has
hecome a trend setler.

KAVITA PRABHASA

I start with 'Kavitha Prabhasa’, (literary splendour ) an  eioguent
lestimony Lo the writer's in-depth knowledge of men and matters. Thisis a
compilation of over 400 poems on such diverse subjects as Einsteine, fine
arts, politics, grammar, longue, suntise, holidays and marriage at al. Each
poem is a masterpiece of worldly wisdom told in straight forward crisp
style. I am, sure, readers would like to get most of them by heart and recite
at leisure (1 do it mysell) for intellectual enlightenment.

Brevity of communication and felicity in expression in highlighting
extraordinary ideas on ordinary things or events is certainly a literary feat
Similarly, teachingz without being didactic is no mean achievement, What
is creditable is; while acherving the above, this writer never fell into the
rhetonic trap , generally found in this class of poetry.

The beginning, a Mung tribute to Mahatma Gandhi, to whom tiis
book was dedicated, gives us a glimpse of Nanduri's patriotic favour. He
had the rare opportunity of welcoming the father of the nation at Madras
on January 21, 1946 with literary Mowers spreading the fragrance of free-
dom. These poems, then published in Andhra Patrika the leading Telugu
dnily of the day, will be instructive 1o the present generation. Here is a
specimen, which potrarys Mahatma's simplicity,




GANDHI :-
“He pever floated m o the skies,
Ner fried o swim the ocean;
He always walked the earth,
Alewrg watl hus fellow human beings”.
It is well - high impossible to bring the necessitics of the original m
any transhieration,
Three examples are given below , which indicate the styliste trend
of the book.
DEMOCRACY :-
What can we say in this democracy?
Today's small fish becomes a whele romorrow,
Even a dog can ascend the throne;
A cunning jackal might rule the forest.
WIFE'S EYES :-
The husband's eminence and achievements
Are reflected in the spark of wife's eves;
The teacher’s greatness
Is reflected in the skill displaved by the students.
PUNCTUALITY :-
Punctuality s the first duty
If we have to acliteve progress;
A leader should stick 1o timings
And showld not waste peaple's time.
TELUGU PADYA SILPAM
Telugu Padya Silpam (poetic sculpture ), A treatise with a difference,
presents a vivid panorama of the thousand year old telugu literary inherit-
ance m a nutshell. Tts author Mandurt Rama Knshnamacharya, an emi-
nenl poet. professor and eritic, traces the genesis and growth of Telugu
poetry with copious  illustrations from the works of a galaxy of pocts
including Kavitrayam, Srinatha, Pothana, Peddana, Molla, Vemana,
Chilakamarthi, Kandukuri, Tirupati Venkata Kavulu, Pingali, Devulapalli,
Rayaprolu and Jashua.
TARA THORANAM
Tarathoranam { garland of stars) is one of Dr. Nanduri's earligst and
most well -known * Khanda Kavya' (short poetical wntings on different
themes ), which brought duc encomiums and cstablished him as a top-
ranking Telugu poet, Tt is in the fitness of things that he dedicated this
charming work 1o his. scholar-cum-freedom fighter uncle, Sn. Atmakun
Govindacharya, who took care of s childhood with affection
( Krishnamacharya lost his mother at an early age)
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“This is perhaps responsible for the all-pervasive experence in giffer
ent spheres, which must have stood bam in great stendd in becoming awritel
al consequence wnd connnitment

In his introduction w the first edinon relecsed in 1949, DrC.R. Reddy
phserved that the writer could achieve the best blend ol tradition and mo-
dernity in the key literary aréas of style, language und meter. Most of the
tapies of this book have been translated into a number of Indian Languages.

For constraints of space, the review is limited to a coaple of topics.
Onc is "Cm santhi, santhi, santhi" (this reminds the adaptation ol this
immortal phrase by the Nobel Laurete TS, Eliol in his Waste Land. Paying
rich tribules (o scientific advancement, the poet wonders how this had not
contributed to establishment of peace, His query raised fifly years ago, that
how electronic media like radio and TV, the hallmark of modemn civilisation,
will serve any purpose with out heart’ is valid even today. Dr. Nanduri
visualised the concept of a globa! village (with all round peace) long back.
The treatment of the subject looks philosophical, bul in essence highly
pragmanc.

The second is Sirna Mekhala (the diamond belt), an interesting epi-
sodle fram Mahabharata. It happened like this. Karna visited the royal bed-
room of Duryodhana one evening. when Bhanumathi. the queen was play-
ing chess with her maid. She pleaded with Karna to stay back as it was
time for her hushand to retumn.

Slowly, Karna took the place of the maid and immersed in the game.
Durvodhana was about to enter, when the maich reached an Imieresting
phase. Suddenly, Bhanumati got up from the bed leaving the game and
Karna pulled her ‘saree with force for continuing the game, whea the dia-
monds tied to the waist belt fell down and scattered, Seeing his friend,
Karna's heart palpitated like a burning volcano, with embarrassment wril
large on the face.

The atmasphere suddenly turmed pleasant with Duryod hona reguest-
ing Bhanumati to forgive his friend, a8 the incident e¢vening happened in
the height of ecstasy of the chess game. Bhanumathi smiles and all is well
that ends well. The szory might be apocryphal: yel renmains a monumen tal
testimony to genuine frendship,

Tara Toranam, although a work of forties is still popular in the nineties.
1 am sure. its popularity will continue in the twerty first century 100,

VIKRAMORVASEEYAM
The characters of the king Pururava and Urvasi are well portrayed
befitting their stoture reflceting the qualities of head and heart. Vidushaka,
the court- clown- provides comic relief with a sort of running commentary
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of men and matters, Although the theme may not look tepaeal 10 The presen
senaration, presentation could be mude  Both entertuining and attractive
with the aid of state-ol-an weehnology, There 15 o bonana ol sonorous pos
ems, scmtillating specches and colourful lgures of speech miesperced
with 2 blend of virious rasas-Seingara {love), Saurya (valour b and Hasyo
{ humour),
DHARMACHAKRAM

“Dharmachakram” (The Wheel of DPharma) is a historical play thal
dipicts the intense and interesting love story of Bindusara and Usha Sunduri.
First published in the prestigious Krishna Patrika (The only Telugu
journalset to complete the coveted century shortly | thes work drew instan-
taneous acelaim frem all lovers of Titerature,

According to the celebruted editior of Triveni Sri. Rramakoteswarn

Rao, ‘Dharmachakram® could easily rank among the best of Indian liwera-
ture. Tracing out the symbuolic significance of 'Dharma chakra’ adapted by
Buddhism from the Hindu tradition, the noted scholar Shri Digumarti
Sitarnma Swamy makes in-depth analysis. He complimented the author
for the consummate skills displayed in handling a ¢complicated subjecy.
Dr.Nandun succeeded in creating the right atmosphere, the right charac-
ters and the right conversational style.

A reader or spectator of this drama will be convinced that there 15
no truth in the popular perception of Bindusara as an easy gomng pleasure
seeker. In fact, he was the hero, who drove out the Greek mvaders and
consolidated the Mauryvan empire to be later handed over 1o s illusinous
som, Ashoka,

While Bindusars and Usha Sundari represent Sringar Gondodara-
Dandu Kesavarao duo provide the counterfoil of Hasya (Remirding FalswafT
of Shakepeare's Henry V), The drama, despite its literary thurst, is highly
presentable and enjoyable. All in all, Dharma Chakramn is a masterpiece,
with a difference.
JYOTSNABHISARIKA
Tyotsnabhisarika (the angle of the moonlight might) and Godavari
dre two dance dramus compnsing a sring of melhfluous songs and sono-
rous poems. This literary format presents the best of both the worlds o
dance (the came of a performing art) and drama (the pinnacle of a lierary
feat).
Jyotsnabhisarika is the evergreen love story of Radha and
Madhava,which has taken déep roots in the Hindu mind set
Brindavan on the banks of river Yamuna provides the perfect hack-
drop to the scintillating dances of Radha, complemented by Ragani, creat-
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myg the ambicnce of Viypea Sringara (pangs ol love in separaton), The
magic spell ol St Knshoa's veénu gana alwiys mells the hearts of Radhg
and thousands of Gopikas. These are the mexphicable bonds of mmmorial
love, The appearance of Knshno i the playlet 15 only symbolicrole min-
mal. Yet, he becomes ommi-present. When Krishna closes the eyes of Ragini.
Sht-:-éﬁf:s mio rapiures: “see, the lord’s magic louch has made me the mos
blessed person in the universe?”

Radha resorts "my dear, do you know why has he ¢losed your eyes?
No arguments; To each her own sentiments:

The story ends (in fact, it goes on) with everybody flomting in sweel
dreams Radha, Ragini and the reverberating waves of the Yamuna river.
Such i3 the dynamic magnetism ol Lord Knishna that envelops the entire
umverse. If enacted by competent artists, the playlets bound 1o rase liter-
ary waves from unfathomed depths to limitless heights. Classics never dic.
Tradition never penshes. That's enhghtened entertmnment {or ever

THE GODAVARI
Godavari s a plylet with a difference . all the characiers are
unigque........ Lord Siva. the god almighty, Nandiswara, his famous bull car-
rier, Goutamuo, the revered sage, Godavari, the charming civer and Sumadra,
the vast ocean.

The drama staris with Siva Tandava, while Gautama Maharshs in
deep meditation provides the backdrop. The rapturous dance of lord Siva
and the severe penance of Gautama present a study in contrast.

Lord Siva grants the boon asked lor by the sage and releases a drop
of Ganga which flows as nver Godavan (also known as Gaulami, meaning
the daughter of Gautama).

The traditional symbolism of the confluence of a nver with the
ocean as the jubilant jomming of a wife with her husband is preseated 1n a
fascinationing and live manner. Gautama advises the daughter, Gautami
how 10 behiave with her hushand.._.. 50 on and so forth.

It is for intellectuals to interpret the theme of this playlet in the
context of the ongoing river waler dispules in the country. With 1ts mytho-
logical slant, and melodious poems and songs composed in tune with dif-
ferent dance sequences, the drama will attfact eclectic segments of view-
ers, who will remember its Literary standards for a long lime.

ABHINAVA KURUKSHETRAM
Abhimava Kurukshetram (the modern kurukshetea)fiest published in
“Andhra Bhumi” daily and staged at Mahaboobnagar and other places 15 a

popular political satire.
Another sattire "Telugu Gadda™ (the Telugu land) of Dr. Nanduri,
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origanally published in “Swantra” and coacted at Andhra Viswa Kali
Paristud and other prominent centers m AP, drew accalades of Sangita
MNataka Acadamy and the general public. This is yet another proof of the
writer's mastery over this genre of satire,
Abhinava Kurukshetram prescnts the behind-the-scene maneuvers
ol the Janata Dal leaders hefore installation of the Morarp Desar Govern-
ment at the centre. The leading characters mclude Jayaprakash MNarayan,
Acharya Kripalani, Morarji Desai | Jagjivan Ram, Vajpayee, Advani and
the other irrepressible Raj Narain.
The spectators will be tickled with peels of laugher, listenig
Telugn Poems from the mouths of leaders like Morarji Desai, Jas Prakash
Marain, Krpaluni and Raj Narain at all. Yei certain amount of dignity is
maintained throughout.
Here are a couple of illustrations:
JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN :
Power is & mischievous devil
As pn starts climbing the ladder of power.
His heart staris sinking down
No wonder, the human becomes a deton.
VAJPAYEE:
(Oh brother, have vou not fieard the old addage?
Never wake up a sleeping dog
Nar touch the tail of an ofd lion
Az though groaning in a corner
The playlet provides wholesome entertainment, where one gets a
fare of wit and wisdom with no malice or prejudice towards any onc.
ENGLISH BOOKS
Besides being an outstanding writer in Telugu, Dr. Knsnamacharya
has authored quite a few significant English works, out of which two de-
Serve in proper perspective:
1) The Mahabharata
2y The Gandhian Era
MAHABHARATHA
One of the two major Hindu epics, Mahabharata, the mosl
voluminious work ever attempied in any language of the world, s a ac-
claimed as the 'Panchama Veda' (fifth veda), Being s contemporary of the
Bharata war, Veda Vyasa, its revered author . succeded in expounding the
vedic wisdom while pesenting the historical narrative. No wonder, thus
immortal Magnum Opus continaes 10 inspire a galaxy of writers resuli-
ing its ranslation into English and a hast of national and international
langiages.
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Dr.Nanduri's English verson, which is in two paris, is notable for its
thoghtful and pragamatic approach, The st part is an excellent SUIT-Up
of the entire story told in less than 500 pages. The writer's command over
the three languages of English, Sanskrit and Telugu stood him in o0
stead i making this unigue work interesting and cminentiv readabla.

Adiguate care is taken in the selection of titles, which are both imagi-
native and indicative. Here are a lew specimens.

“The proverhial pupil of the prestigious precetpor, the rejected ren-
cgade, the massacre al midnight, the baby of the birds and the fisher girl of
lragment glamour at al.”

The lenguage throughowt is simple, and instructive. A few experts
are illustrated below:

" The ancient sages in Indin congured sensuality, but pever slaugh.
tereg sensitivity....."

"Weda vyasa 1s the walking encyclopedia of vedic erudition.....”

“Juvenile indiscretion should not be given severe punishment. "

"Time is the cradile of hope but grave of ambition....."

"The dreams of yesterday shall be followed by delusions of today
and tomorrow".

"Fire purifies gold...."

"Human existence is a tumgled web of light and shade...”

In the szcond part, the author makes a chranological study includ-
ing the suthorship and evolution of the epic, commentaries and various
thesies as well as archeological and astronomical references. This part along
with the glossary and index provided at the eénd of the text is educative and
useful especially to the foreign reader.

Published by the Tirumala Tirupat Devasthanams in 1983, Dr.
Nanduri's Mahabharata is a grove of different branches of knowledge
and wisdom that could be seen by the reader through a single window.
THE GANDHIAN ERA

When people questioned in the shock and anger "why Mahatma
Gandhi was not awarded the Noble Prize?" | an intellectual replied : "It's
like asking why Jesus Christ was not in the list : Dr, E. Stanley Jones
pertinently pomted out "one of the most Christ-like men in the history was
not called Christian at all”. After 48 years of Mahamatma's matrydom,
leaders are content by performing the annual ritual of homage (o the Father
of the nation, while people remember him through the M.G. road in their
City.

Tributes from a galaxy of the warld leaders to the Mahatma
Gandhi's unique contribution in enlightening the human conscience
ire appropriately illustrated. They are too well-known to the need any
repetilion.

For instance, Bernard Shaw commented "you may as well ask what
I think ¢f Hmalayas", when asked what he thought of Mahatma Gandhi.
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Dr. Nanduri's The Gandhian Er’ 1s a valuable addition to the exist
ing Gandhian litererature. One will agree with Dr. Sankar Dayal Sharma's
(the then vice- president) observation in the [oreword "Sri
N.Ramakrishnamacharya has magde a commendable effort in this book Lo
bring readers various aspects of Gandhian thoughis™.

Dr.M.V.R_Krishnamacharya's hterary output might not indicate a
‘quantuin leap’ but surcly reveals ‘total quality managment’. The late
Sri.N. T.Ramarao availed his services as the chairman of Official Language
Commision. Afew students obtained doctorate degrees from Andhra and
Tirupathi Universities for their thesis on Dv. Nanduri's writings. These, by
no means, reflect the poet’s outstanding contribution. Recogmtion 1s sel-
dom the true benchmark of acheivements. 1 have tried to make an objec-
tive appraisal, which becomes only the tip of an ice berg. I am not sure
whethzr 1 have done justice to this onerous task.

BOOKS OF
Dr N.V. RAMA KRISHNAMACHARYA
Dharma Chakzam 1945
Tara Tthoranam 1942
BUDDHA- JESUS-GANDHI 1949
TRAPATI SIVAI 1950
VYA LOKAM 1955

Tales of Gengi,
Ispanese Novel translated at the
behest of Central Sahitya Akademy

Mew Delhi 1958
Sri Knishna Devarayalu 1958
Early South Indian History 1966
Gudavari 1976
Pragati Geeta 1976
The Maha Bharata 1983
Kavita prabhasn 1992
The Gandhian Era 1992
Sramiayeva jayale 1993

Dr. Nanduri V. Rama Krishnamacharya was born in 1921 at Agrahara
Gopavaram a village in Krishna - Godavari delta. He has risen to popular-
ity early in life as a freedom fighter and a poet. He was awarded the STR
GEORGE STANLY prize in 1940 B A. (hons .}, Andhra University for ex-
cellence in ENGLISH

He served as a Principal, Andhra Pradesh Education Service and re-
tired on 30 April 1976. He was the Chairman, Official Language

4
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About The Author  Dr Nandury V. Rama Krishnamacharya

Extract from " contemporary Indian Literatare”
Published by the
SAHITYA AKADEMI - NEW DELHI IN 1955

THE NEQ - CLASSICISTS :

With in recent vears. one notices the beginning of a new movement,
the return to classicism. If the Leftists and Surrealists rebelled against the
romanticism of the earlier decades of this century | the Neo-Classicists
like NANDURI KRISHNAMACHARYULLU, Jandhyala Papayya Sastry
and G. Jashua are questioning the value of the Surrealism of the years from
1935 to 1960. Harmony, instead of strife. is their ideal. In the post- war
world an equilibrium has to be achieved between matter and spirit be-
tween idealism and realism. The NEO-CLASSICISTS are anxious o re-
main for poetry its dignity as the symbaol of all that is beautiful and tree.

Prof. G J SOMAYAJI

D Knshnamacharya is a future tense amongst the modemn poets.
Telugu literature will reserve a coveted place for him amongst the galaxy

of the illustrious poets of Andhra
From - Preface to PRAGATIT GEETA

DR. Krishnamacharya's style is a confluence of the old & new and is

the best blending of the cast & west literary out looks

Dr. C.R. Reddy
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THE SNAPPED GIRDLE

Onigmal in Telugu: English Rendering:
Dr. Nanduri Rama Krishnamacharva | B Theodore

Wha s the nobleman that goes up at mudmight

50 daring and direct to Queen Bhanumati’s chamber,
with his fuce illuminated by the diamond-studded door?
Why? He's none other than the king of Anga!

To meet his dear friend King Duryodhana

He goes there anytume, day or night;

The guards that watch the chamber so vigilant
Never obstruct him; freely he enters.

He opens the door and steps mto the chamber
And finds the spouse of his friend alone;

(On the golden couch bedecked with gems,
Sitting with her maid and playing chess.

Amidst the lights and shades of the squares,

The horses, the elephants and the soldiers arrayed,
Shine in the glare from the diamond chandeher
And dazzle his eyes. On the checker-board.

On eyeimng the King of Anga armive

Quickly they get down from the couch and stand,
And Kama reclines on the golden sofa

When the Queen and her maid their play resume,

"Where' the King?" he asks for his friend;
"He's just gone oul.” the Queen replies;

"He's gone for a stroll, he'll be back presently:
May be he's coming. Please wait a bit”.
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“Excuse me." He says, and gets up to leave

“It's time for s wmval. He'll come in 2 moment
If he learns you've called on, and gone so soon
My lord won't doze tonight”, she replies.

S0 saying she returns to play with her maid

As she's bent on worsting her maid in the game,
Close to the maid he goes and help her play,
Defending her ‘King’ and besting her Queen.

Drawn to the game he displaces her maid

And seitles on the conch of the Queen Lo play,

The maid steps aside and stands aloof,

While in the play they're immersed, outdoing each other.

How mmpudent on the part of the Queen of Hastina,
Alone in her chamber, in the absence of her lord,
(On her bed at midnight with another man,

To play unabashedly! The stars startle!

The King of the Kauravas with love magnaimous

Has allowed his fnend into the Queen's chamber freely;
Should he take such liberty and behave perhidiously
And sit with the Queen so close to play?

But that is the ecstasy in the game of chess

Which makes one forget oneself and surroundings:
He moves the elephants, pules down her army,
And t1alks triumphantly and gaily to her.

"Checkmate shall I do, gracefully or otherwise?
You choose yourself, Why vacillate thus?”

He presses the Queen to accepl his challenge.
Now Duryodhana is heard coming upstiirs!
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From behmd the door, gay and majestic,
Durvodhana comes up climbing the steps.
Bhanumathi leaves the game abrupily
When Karna her skirt to restrain does hold.

With tinkling brucelets and jingling wristlets,
And clinck and clank of the golden gidle,
Averting her face, she shakes of his hold,
Which snaps her girdle, scattering its jewels!

Too embarassad to look at the face of his friend.
King of the Kauravas standing before lum,

Too bewildered to pick up the gizdle gems
Fallen on the floor and lie scattered,

Too non-plussed to imagine the state of the Queen
Standing so stunned like a pillar of stones

too much pertlexed at the awkward situation

In which he 18, for what has happened:

Karmna slips down from the golden couch

With his heart in tomult and tumoil great

Like the peal of thunder and the roar of the sea
And the deafenng sound of an erupted volcano.

With soft and scintillating smile on his {ace
The king of Kauravas picks up and gives

The scattered gems to his Queen, and says,
"Angry, my dear? Please forgive my friend,

It's done so casually, not purposely,

Excitemnent is common in a game of chess:
Forzive my friend, and treat him as before”,

He implores his beloved with his usual chuckle.

The Queen then softened. heaves a sigh,
Conceals her smile that gleamed on her lips:
The king with his friend, arm-in-arm,

Walks up the stairs, the moon shines brilliantly!

Their pure and perfect friendship has shone
Brighter than the brightest ight of the moon;
It has begun to radiate mn the universe since
Its lasting pleasantness disseminating far,
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Froun:
RAMA KRISHNA MATH
Hyderabad - 500 029, 2 June | 984

Dear Dr. Knishnamacharva Garu,

My hearty greetings and best wishes 1o you. Namaskaram -
Om Namo Namyana, Nama Om. 1 thank vou very much for your
haok - "The Mahabharata™ - which you kindly presented me on
the Rama Navami Day at the Balaji Bhavan after my discourse,
while taking leave of you and all.

I'write this just 1o convey my great joy and hearty con-
gralulations for your wonderful book. I had read the book from
beginning to end and [ was thrilled with your diction, language and
style of English word. Once [ started reading it. [ could not lay it
down.

Though we are strangers and not so acquainted with each
other. 1 hasten to wrnite this out of my admiration for this 'Good
Jbook'

Your English is superb and your scintillating language with
appropriate idioms and phrases make me feel that here is a good
feast. T:am sure if this book crosses the seas and reaches English-
knowing lands of East and West, it will make a mark better than
any novel or fiction.

Yours 15 a splendid work comprising the Whale
Mahabharata without sacrificing the essence of the epic on the whole.
Hence this congratulatory letter from a stranger like me to you.

Yours in the Lord,
(Swami Sriranganadhananda)
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FORE -WORD
- Dr. P. Raghu Rami Reddy
Former- Principal - Osmania Medical College

Dr. Nandury Rama krishnamacharya known as philosopher - poet
15, essentially, a thinker par excellence.  He stands above the numerals in
his Fair mindedness. He has no prejudices; and subjects every thing 1o
inguiry, There is nothing final because he has a rare open mindedness. As
he often says, he has many opinions, but in actuality, not even one single
conviction. This gives him an open window, & proper avenue for clear ob-
servation and apt inferences.

He has no attachment to self - opimons; can appreciate the oppo-
site person's view with felicity,

Itis-difficult (o imagine varous events with which he was causally
involved . He Welcomed Mahatma Gandln when he visited Madras in
1946. 1 would have doubted the varacity of this. i I had not personally
seen a copy of the news daily Andhra Patrika of 21-1-1946, in which Dr.
Acharya’s name was shown delivering the welcome address.

5ri. Runganathananda in a spiritual discourse had quoted from the
book * Mahabharata” written by Sri N R K. Acharya. Aflter the meeting
when he knew Sri Acharyn  the author, he was dumb founded. This "
Mahabharata " was exceptionally appreciated and repeatedly quoted by
His Holiness Rnaranathananda.

Dr. Acharya has translated into Telugu in ereal detail and dexienity
Lord Budha's Dhammapada, Verily apt was his own description of his -
tempt when he wrole in Telugu to mean.

* I am hilling this cup entirely with the preachings of Buddha: let
me add, T have not put my fingersin liquid " I have met him more tha
hundred oeeasions. On every oecasion, | gol a new Iden.  His multi-
[acedness is seen in the quality and quantity of knowlede in varied felds
hustory, mathematics, languages ( Telugu an English) Gen. Knowledse
veoaraphical details. Acharya hus said as a general remark “ore can go
around the world like a registered parcel and one may sill not have a
cosmopolitan oul-look unless ane has nght perceptions. Late Sri. N.TR.
Wha has appointed him as the Chairman of AP State official language
commission used o so greatly like his poems | apart from opinions. that
he would copy some of them for his record. Sei Vavilhln Gopals
Krishnayya, a frecdom fighter acknowledged as o statesman congrivy
lied him  on exceptionally and  successfully mmplementing  Telupw
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alficial language in varous government activities,

In  Andhra Univeesity as o student of BLAC (Hons) he had stood
unmversity Tiest in English linguage, and was awarded the prestigious Su
George Stanky dissinction Award. In 1946, when he visited the Aurobindo
Ashram at pondicherry Sei. Aurobindo who generally was known 1o be
yuite silent allotted three minutes o Dr. Acharya, He has the rare: guality
ol notl arriving ata conclusion and yet dwelve into greal depths into certain
subjects - He cannol conelude because he beginning feels that doubt is the
“embryonic beginning of knowledge * He knows that Treth isell 1s be-
vind knowledge” Honest o the core, Tie reminds me of what Sri. Russell
had 1o say when he was awarded the Noble prize for a baok written by
him. He conlessed that what he had written in that book he did not hold
that view any more. About Tong distant ravelling, although he would
describe that visitmg more advanced places is contemporancous posterity.
To hold on to one's beliels and views fondly and hence meaningiessly he
relates in following words -“Talling in love with oneself as the beginning
of an endless romance * He would doubt question frecly allow question-
mg by teacher while relatiing lots of knowledgeable things, This reminds
me Gl vanous wnungs of Betrand Russell with endless effort tor perlec-
tion and logical follow up.

He is blessed by an equally innocent, cultured and generous wife,
who orew in statws along with him. Her generous  hospitality to poor
students, staying in their house is a  loving testimony of her rare humane
spontancous charity.  When he talks about his wile, one is amused at his
attitude which is a combination of praise, dependency and often a taken -
for granted view of her. As for him he cannot live without her. Without hum
life will bz meaningless for her , If she added life w his carcer, he offered
meaning (o her life, Their children, have been ensured wath a rare sense of
unusual humanity,

He has written many hooksthe present one " Aalochanam™ repre-
sents the pinnacle of his distlled wisdom transformed into a book. It s the
culmination of a combination of rure qualitics of n clear thinker and a
superb writer. He has no identifications, no attachments, which would have
distoried and corrupted his reflections and writimgs. The best mirror 15 thal
which can reflect correctly fact, actuality and truth. A simple mirror . with-
out intrinsic distractions which would deviate from mind is similar o
still water which 1s not covered by articles of desires and attachments
which should convert 1t into @ disfunctional stated mind. He has a cool,
simple. humble mind, Hence s attentive ( 1o borrow the word & meaning
of Fiddo Krishnomurthy ) as he has no concept knowledge though he 1s 2
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walking encyclopedin on many subjects. This is the seeret of his under-
standing. He has undistorted perceptions, uncorrupted opinion views, of-
fering unmotivated precepts poured out of distilled wisdom. This 1s what
is reflected in this book. Heis evergreen young and fresh in thinking as he
i5 always clear and open minded, The best miror is the simplest mirror,
The frame, the back drop do not add to the proper reflection of the mirrors
the simplicity - of this grear thinker. A thinker is not a philosopher, scemng
subtle and meaningful distinction between the two. The slogan of this
teacher is.

"Thinkers of the world, unite, you have everything (o gain and noth-
ing to lose."”

[ am the guru , | am also the Guru ( on¢ of the Gurus) and [ am nol
the Guru, showing the progression of a teaching and learnimg interaction.
It is difficult to imagine such a seemingly controversial and highly evolved
and vel unassuming person in him, unless one has the internal clanty hu-
mility and mtelligence to notice it.

He is intensely humane, He is deeply concerned with the huge
military expenditure and he similarly . on calculation, found that out of 1/4
of the expenditure spent on space rescarch, all the inhabitanis on the earth
could have had a house cach. He has the vision towards a future consisting
of

“Citizen of the warld "
and

"pariigment of man *

This book with exlensive coverage and intensive enguiry has the

ingredients of a clear guide and a prophetic vision. It is the baby out-

come of cross fertilization of immaculate thinking and articulate poetry,

fighting and dancing, individually and together, This stimulating book

can be resource material of suiding wisdom and study-monument o the

young: quite confidence to the middle aged and lovely contentment to the
old.

As a poet Dr. Acharya is a live Light House.

e 3o g ¢
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" SRAMA EVA JAYATE "

Srama [va Javate = Labour Alone Triumphs is a Dance
- Drama written by Dr. Nandury Ramakrishnamacharya , a
senior citizen, Freedom fighter and a Veleran poet in Telugu .
Dr. Krishnamacharya had written many books in Telugu. Po-
ems Dramas, one * act plays, Novels. short stories, Early South
Tndian History, a treatise on poetics and prosody in addition {0
Biographies of Buddha and Jesus Christ .

The books written by him in English are

(1) The Maha Bharata
(ii) The Gandhian Era. and
(iii) Mahatma Gandhi.

The latest master piece from the pen of Dr. Acharya 1§
the Dance - Drama entitled - " Srama Eva Jayate " - he has
taken the theme from the Maha Bharata. Earlier he has com-
posed three dance dramas . Godavary, jyotsnabhisarika and
Chatrapati which have been staged several nmes.

The criticism often levelled against the Art of dancing 18
that it tends to be conservative in composition as well as per-
formance and lacks progressive idealism. But this Dance -
Drama Srama Eva jayate is a bold adventure in the realm of
Dance. Srama Eva jayate is an up-to-date Classic a confluence .
of tradition and innovation, a chemical compound of mytho-
logical mysticism and mellifluous modernism, prestine phi-
losophy and progressive idealism. The characters are (i) The
cationalist recluse sage Udanka, his daughter, an embodiment
of ancient sweetness and modern light, the so called untouch-
able Nishada, the out east barbarian and Sri Krishna, the pract-
cal philosopher and prophet par excellence - all mythological
figures 7 all known as typical symbols of the hoary heritage of
Indian culture. The story is old but the sentiments arc nEW.

The sage Veda Vyasa the codifier and co- ordinator of
Vedic literature is the Author of the Mahabharata and as his
name implies is the symbol of spiritual symphony and is very
well known for his great genius for synthesis. Vyasa the au-
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thor of Mahabharata always trnied to transcend doctrine and
dogma to discover a common denominator of the spirit. Dr.
Rama Krishnamacharya, as the author of the Dance - Drama -

srama Eva Jayate has justified the title Abhinava Vyasa
bestowed on him by his admirers.

Contemporary Indian Literature - a book published by
the Central Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi, while assessing the
contribution ol Dr. Krishnamacharya to modern Telugu litera-
tare describes him as the key figure of the Neo - classical move-
ment. In that book it is stated.

" In the post war world, an equilibrium has to be aghijeved
between matter and spirit, between idealism and realism.
Krishnamacharya and his fellow poets claim that they aie ef-
fecting this reconciliation. The Neo - classicists arc anxious
to regain for poetry its dignity as the symbol of all that is
beautiful and true.” The Dance Drama " Srama Eva Jayate"
as the caption signifies is a scintillating synthesis of classical
idealism and modern aspirations.

The theme centres round dignity of labour, equality and
fraternity. It is maintained in the Maha Bharata that the illiter-
ale out - cast Nishada labourer is superior to the learned sage
who was not able to rid himself of pious prejudices. It is hu-
man labour that fills the cities with roads and buildings, fields
with paddy, oceans with ships, deserts with irrigation canals,
ushering in plenty and prosperity.

This short and sweet Danc Drama provides ample
vindicatyion form the Maha Bharata for the modern senti-
ments -

" Work 1s Worship " " Sweat is Sacred " Enghshtenment
is Equality”. " Freedom is Fratemity ". In short, the soul of this
Dance Dama is " Humanmism.

Polapragada Satya Narayanamurthy
President - Taruna Sahiti Samiti
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